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Achen, Christopher H. 2002. “Toward a New Political Meth-
odology: Microfoundations and Art.” Annual Review of Po-
litical Science 5:423–450.
The past two decades have brought revolutionary change to the
field of political methodology. Steady gains in theoretical sophisti-
cation have combined with explosive increases in computing power
to produce a profusion of new estimators for applied political re-
searchers. Attendance at the annual Summer Meeting of the Meth-
odology Section has multiplied many times, and section member-
ship is among the largest in APSA. All these are signs of success.
Yet there are warning signs, too. This paper attempts to critically
summarize current developments in the young field of political meth-
odology. It focuses on recent generalizations of dichotomous-de-
pendent-variable estimators such as logit and probit, arguing that
even our best new work needs a firmer connection to credible mod-
els of human behavior and deeper foundations in reliable empirical
generalizations.
Adcock, Robert and David Collier. 2001. “Measurement Va-
lidity: A Shared Standard for Qualitative and Quantitative
Research.” American Political Science Review 95:3 (Septem-
ber) 529–46.
Scholars routinely make claims that presuppose the validity of
the observations and measurements that operationalize their con-
cepts. Yet, despite recent advances in political science methods, sur-
prisingly little attention has been devoted to measurement validity.
We address this gap by exploring four themes. First, we seek to es-
tablish a shared framework that allows quantitative and qualitative
scholars to assess more effectively, and communicate about, issues
of valid measurement. Second, we underscore the need to draw a
clear distinction between measurement issues and disputes about con-
cepts. Third, we discuss the contextual specificity of measurement
claims, exploring a variety of measurement strategies that seek to
combine generality and validity by devoting greater attention to con-
text. Fourth, we address the proliferation of terms for alternative
measurement validation procedures and offer an account of the three
main types of validation most relevant to political scientists.
Aspinwall, M.D. and  G. Schneider.  2002.  “Same Menu, Sepa-
rate Tables: The Institutionalist Turn in Political Science and
the Study of European Integration.”  European Journal of
Political Research 38:5 (August) 1-36.
Recent research on European integration has largely profited
from the institutionalist turn in political science. Theoretical progress
has, however, been hampered by the diverse understandings of this
new research tradition. This paper tries to tackle the conceptual di-
versity in a positive way. We first analyze the neo–institutionalist
turn in political science and European studies and then move on to a
detailed analysis and comparison of the three competing approaches
— sociological, historical, and rational choice institutionalism. Next,
we will show that the main differences are as much epistemological
as theoretical. A convergence towards a unifying institutionalist ap-
proach can thus only be possible if some sort of a methodological
convergence takes place. We sketch how a synthesis between the
competing schools might appear.
Aydinli, E. and J. Mathews J.  2000. “Are the Core and Pe-
riphery Irreconcilable? The Curious World of Publishing in
Contemporary International Relations.”  International Stud-
ies Perspectives 1:3 (December) 289-303.
Article Notes
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to find those articles (published after January 2000, our arbi-
trary start-date) that had interesting methodological ap-
proaches or explicit commentary on methodological issues that
might be of interest to qualitative researchers.  Please let us
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this broadly defined category so that we can incorporate them
into our next edition of article notes.
Stigler’s useful, readable, and valuable book, with its numer-
ous illuminating illustrations and plentiful insights, is an authorita-
tive and definitive work in the early development of mathematical
statistics, and a delightful examination in witty detail of the contri-
butions of Gauss, Laplace, deMoivre, Bayes, Galton, Lexis, James
Bernoulli, Quetelet, Edgeworth, and others. With humor and con-
viction, Stigler describes vividly the events leading to the emergence
of statistical concepts and methods. —D. V. Chopra, Choice
Tooley, Michael.  2000.  Time, Tense, and Causation.  Oxford:
Oxford University Press. $37.00
The main goal of Michael Tooley’s groundbreaking book is to
establish a position intermediate between the tenseless theory of time
and the standard tensed theory of time. Tooley argues for a novel
version of the tensed theory of time, namely, that the future is unreal
and the present and past real, and yet that reality consists only of
tenseless facts. The question that naturally arises for the reaper con-
cerns an apparent paradox: how could the tensed theory of time be
true (and time be “dynamic”) if reality consists only of tenseless
facts?
Turner, Mark.  2001.  Cognitive Dimensions of Social Sci-
ence: The Way We Think About Politics, Economics, Law and
Society.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.  $19.95
What will be the future of social science? Where exactly do we
stand, and where do we go from here? What kinds of problems should
we be addressing, with what kinds of approaches and arguments? In
Cognitive Dimensions of Social Science, Mark Turner offers an an-
swer to these pressing questions: social science is headed toward
convergence with cognitive science. Together they will give us a
new and better approach to the study of what human beings are,
what human beings do, what kind of mind they have, and how that
mind developed over the history of the species. Turner, one of the
originators of the cognitive scientific theory of conceptual integra-
tion, here explores how the application of that theory enriches the
social scientific study of meaning, culture, identity, reason, choice,
judgment, decision, innovation, and invention. About fifty thousand
years ago, humans made a spectacular advance: they became
cognitively modern. This development made possible the invention
of the vast range of knowledge, practices, and institutions that social
scientists try to explain. For Turner, the anchor of all social science
- anthropology, political science, sociology, economics - must be the
study of the cognitively modern human mind. In this book, Turner
moves the study of those extraordinary mental powers to the center
of social scientific research and analysis.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.998749
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rence literature: the divergence between theory and case-study find-
ings, on the one hand, and the findings of quantitative studies, on the
other, on the issue of the role of capabilities and willingness in the
initiation of disputes. It also makes the case that different method-
ological traditions, rather than settling into “separate but equal” sta-
tus, can instead inform and enrich one another.
Burian, Richard M.  2001.  “The Dilemma of Case Studies
Resolved:  The Virtues of Using Case Studies in the History
and Philosophy of Science.”  Perspectives on Science:  His-
torical, Philosophical, Social.  9:4 (Winter) 383-404.
Philosophers of science turned to historical case studies in part
in response to Thomas Kuhn’s insistence that such studies can trans-
form the philosophy of science. In this issue Joseph Pitt argues that
the power of case studies to instruct us about scientific methodology
and epistemology depends on prior philosophical commitments, with-
out which case studies are not philosophically useful. Here I reply to
Pitt, demonstrating that case studies, properly deployed, illustrate
styles of scientific work and modes of argumentation that are not
well handled by currently standard philosophical analyses. I illus-
trate these claims with exemplary findings from case studies dealing
with exploratory experimentation and with interdisciplinary coop-
eration across sciences to yield multiple independent means of ac-
cess to theoretical entities. The latter cases provide examples of ways
that scientists support claims about theoretical entities that are not
available in work performed within a single discipline. They also
illustrate means of correcting systematic biases that stem from the
commitments of each discipline taken separately. These findings il-
lustrate the transformative power of case study methods, allow us to
escape from the horns of Pitt’s “dilemma of case studies,’ and vindi-
cate some of the post-Kuhn uses to which case studies have been
put.
Capps, P.  2000.  “Incommensurability, Purposivity and Inter-
national Law.” European Journal of International Law 11:3
637-661.
 Within international law, theory is often considered peripheral
to more pressing practical problems. In the first part of this article, it
is argued that refusal to take account of theoretical and methodologi-
cal issues entails that particular descriptions of international law lack
validity, and, hence, rational reasons cannot be provided as to why
one account should be considered preferable to any other. This prob-
lem of rational justification, which emerges in a variety of forms, is
referred to as the incommensurability thesis. The argument is illus-
trated with respect to the ninth edition of Oppenheim’s International
Law. In part two, a methodology is advanced which demonstrates
how a justifiable account of international law can be generated which
avoids the incommensurability thesis. This methodology states, spe-
cifically, that international lawyers must develop (a) a coherent un-
derstanding of the kind of function international law performs in
maintaining social order in the relations between states and (b) a
substantive conception of social order. Therefore, in order for a par-
ticular account of international law to possess validity over rival
accounts, international lawyers must take account of social theory
and moral and political philosophy. The final part of this article dis-
cusses the concepts of international law offered by Weil and Kant,
which can be understood as examples of the methodological approach
offered in this article.
Crozier, M.  2001.  “A Problematic Discipline: The Identity of
Australian Political Studies.”  Australian Journal of Political
Science 36:1 (March) 7-26.
While divisive inter- and intraparadigm debates over theories
and methodology abound in the discourse of International Relations,
issues surrounding geographically based divides between developed
and developing world International Relations scholars have received
considerably less attention. Trends of globalization and internation-
alization in the past decade have strengthened the argument that such
divides must be bridged. This article first investigates whether there
have been changes in the level of dialogue between core and periph-
ery IR scholars throughout the 1990s by looking at publishing prac-
tices in twenty leading IR journals worldwide over seven years. It
suggests explanations for the continuing lack of communication based
on interviews with IR scholars from the developing world.
Beck, Nathaniel. 2001. “Time-Series—Cross-Section Data:
What Have We Learned in the Past Few Years?” Annual Re-
view of Political Science 4:271–293.
This article treats the analysis of “time-series-cross-section”
(TSCS) data, which has become popular in the empirical analysis of
comparative politics and international relations (IR). Such data con-
sist of repeated observations on a series of fixed (non-sampled) units,
where the units are of interest in themselves. An example of TSCS
data is the post-World War II annual observations on the political
economy of OECD nations. TSCS data are also becoming more com-
mon in IR studies that use the “dyad-year” design; such data are
often complicated by a binary dependent variable (the presence or
absence of dyadic conflict). Among the issues considered here are
estimation and specification. I argue that treating TSCS issues as an
estimation nuisance is old-fashioned; those wishing to pursue this
approach should use ordinary least squares with panel correct stan-
dard errors rather than generalized least squares. A modern approach
models dynamics via a lagged dependent variable or a single equa-
tion error correction model. Other modern issues involve the model-
ing of spatial impacts (geography) and heterogeneity. The binary
dependent variable common in IR can be handled by treating the
TSCS data as event history data.
Bochner, A.P.  2001. “Narrative’s Virtues” Qualitative Inquiry
7:2, (April) 131-157.
Reacting to the charge that personal narratives, especially ill-
ness narratives, constitute a “blind alley” that misconstrues the es-
sential nature of narrative by substituting a therapeutic for a socio-
logical view of the person, this article speaks back to critics who
regard narratives of suffering as privileged, romantic, and/or
hyperauthentic. The author argues that this critique of personal nar-
rative rests on an idealized and discredited theory of inquiry, a mono-
lithic conception of ethnographic inquiry, a distinctly masculine char-
acterization of sociology, and a veiled resistance to the moral, politi-
cal, existential, and therapeutic goals of this work. Layering his re-
sponses to the critique with brief personal stories regarding the sup-
pressed emotionality that motivates academics to oppose innova-
tions, the author examines his own motives as well as those of the
critics, concluding that multiplicity is easier to pronounce than to
live and urging a commitment to a social science that can accommo-
date diverse desires.
Braumoeller, Bear F. 2003.  “Causal Complexity and the Study
of Politics.”  Political Analysis 11:3 (Summer) 209-233.
Theories that posit complex causation, or multiple causal paths,
pervade the study of politics but have yet to find accurate statistical
expression. To remedy this situation I derive new econometric pro-
cedures, Boolean probit and logit, based on the logic of complexity.
The solution provides an answer to a puzzle in the rational deter-
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understand that it is difficult for me to view this relationship be-
tween scholar and subject in a completely objective manner; I hope
to do justice to both sides of this exchange, but I recognize that I am
much more likely to bring to this discussion a bug’s-eye view, gaz-
ing up at the scientist as he squints through his microscope and shak-
ing my head in wonderment as he purports to find great complexity
in my most simple movements, and great simplicity in my most com-
plex undertakings. Nonetheless, as one who occupies a position on
the inner periphery of the academic circle, I am pleased to have been
asked by the editors of this journal to share a few thoughts on the
relationship—and on the present and potential value of the relation-
ship—between the two distinct worlds of political science and po-
litical practice.
Elman, Colin and Miriam Fendius Elman. 2002. “How Not to
Be Lakatos Intolerant: Appraising Progress in IR Research.”
International Studies Quarterly 46  (June) 231-262.
Despite the popularity of Imre Lakatos’ ideas and numerous
references to his Methodology of Scientific Research Programs
(MSRP), IR scholars often misstate and misapply his criteria for
appraising theoretical development. This article provides a more
complete description of Lakatos’s metric, addresses a number of cri-
tiques related to its use, and surveys how MSRP has been used to
evaluate IR research. It suggests that IR proponents of Lakatos’s
methodology could better appreciate the limits of its application,
and that those who use his metric could do so in a more informed
way. The article argues for a sustained discussion about the prom-
ises and difficulties of theory appraisal, and suggests that MSRP
may be a useful point of departure for that dialogue. It calls for IR
theorists to undertake comparative analyses of different rationalist
metrics to provide the basis for making informed judgments about
their different strengths and weaknesses in helping to produce better
theories.
Freeman, M. 2001.  “Is a Political Science of Human Rights
Possible?”  Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights  19:2
(June) 123-139.
The political science of human rights rests on a philosophical
contradiction. The contemporary conception of human rights derives
from the ‘classical’ conception of natural rights, which was based
on the philosophy of natural law. Modern social science derives from
nineteenth-century positivism, which arose precisely to refute the
philosophy of natural law, and to exclude the concept of natural rights
from scientific discourse. The concept of human rights retains from
its natural-law heritage its inherent prescriptive character, but it is,
for that reason, not a proper object of scientific study by the canons
of positivism. I show how this philosophical confusion affects the
contemporary political science of human rights. I argue that the po-
litical science of human rights should be interdisciplinary between
philosophy and social science, between the social sciences, and be-
tween political science and international relations. Law should be
removed from its hegemonic role in human-rights studies, and relo-
cated correctly within this interdisciplinary approach.
Gerring, John and Paul A. Barresi. 2003. “Putting Ordinary
Language to Work:  A Min-Max Strategy of Concept Forma-
tion in the Social Sciences.”  Journal of Theoretical Politics
15:2 201-232.
This article proposes a ‘min-max’ strategy of definition appli-
cable to all concepts intended for general usage within some lan-
guage region.  The min-max strategy relies on the conjoined use of
minimal and ideal-type definitions.  A minimal definition identifies
Political science as a distinct discipline only emerged in the
Australian academy after the Second World War. By the end of the
1950s it was attracting thousands of undergraduates. Into the 1990s
and beyond, political science has remained a relatively ‘successful’
discipline. However, it would be difficult to argue that the identity
of Australian political science has been forged by disputes over the
‘scientific’ core of the discipline. Some Australian political scien-
tists have claimed that this deficit is a fundamental weakness, deny-
ing the discipline both a set of common professional values and a
basis for the integration of research. By contrast, this paper will ar-
gue that the issue of identity is better considered from a historically
sensitive perspective rather than purely in terms of profession and
methodology.
Diermeier, Daniel and Keith Krehbiel.  2003.  “Institutional-
ism as a Methodology.”  Journal of Theoretical Politics 15:2
123-144.
We provide a definition of institutionalism and a schematic ac-
count that differentiates between institutional theories (in which in-
stitutions are exogenous) and theories of institutions, in which some
(but not necessarily all) institutions are endogenous.  Our primary
argument is that institutionalism in the contemporary context is bet-
ter characterized as a method than as a body of substantive work
motivated by the so-called chaos problem.  Secondary arguments
include the following.  (1.)  While it is important to differentiate
sharply between institutions and behavior, institutionalism presup-
poses a well-defined behavioral concept. (2.) When making the chal-
lenging transition from developing institutional theories to develop-
ing theories of institutions, it is essential to hold behavioral axioms
fixed and to choose a form of equilibrium that exists for the class of
games studied.  (3.)  For most research programs today, a form of
Nash equilibrium has the requisite properties while the core and struc-
ture induced equilibria (SIE) that rely on the core, often lack the
requisite properties.
Dowding, K.  2000.  “Institutionalist Research on the Euro-
pean Union: A Critical Review.” European Union Politics  1:1
(February)125-144.
This article critically examines the recent wealth of institution-
alist rational choice literature on the EU. It appraises the major fault
lines and debates. It argues that non-cooperative game theory pro-
vides a thorough set of tools to examine the effects of different sorts
of institutions upon the powers and limitations of different institu-
tional actors. In certain areas scholars have not fully utilized the
models applied to other political systems, but EU scholarship has
taken a great leap forward in the past few years. Fully specified
models with proper predictions are now being developed, though
there is a tendency for modellers to introduce too many new as-
sumptions that make empirical comparison with earlier models prob-
lematic, as it is sometimes hard to see which new assumptions are of
most import. But we are into a new phase of normal science rational
choice institutionalist explanation of the EU.
Edwards, Mickey. 2003.  “Political Science and Political Prac-
tice:  The Pursuit of Grounded Inquiry.”  Perspectives on Poli-
tics 1:2 (June) 349-354.
I recognize, as will my readers, that I’m in a fairly strange—but
hopefully not untenable—position in attempting to assess the study
and teaching of politics. Having been a member of Congress, and in
various positions of congressional leadership, for 16 years, and hav-
ing been more recently a teacher for 10 years, I am, for this purpose,
both the student and the studied, the bug and the entomologist. I do
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Hug, Simon. 2003.  “Selection Bias in Comparative Research:
The Case of Incomplete Data Sets.” Political Analysis 11:3
(Summer) 255-274.
Selection bias is an important but often neglected problem in
comparative research. While comparative case studies pay some at-
tention to this problem, this is less the case in broader cross-national
studies, where this problem may appear through the way the data
used are generated. The article discusses three examples: studies of
the success of newly formed political parties, research on protest
events, and recent work on ethnic conflict. In all cases the data at
hand are likely to be afflicted by selection bias. Failing to take into
consideration this problem leads to serious biases in the estimation
of simple relationships. Empirical examples illustrate a possible so-
lution (a variation of a Tobit model) to the problems in these cases.
The article also discusses results of Monte Carlo simulations, illus-
trating under what conditions the proposed estimation procedures
lead to improved results.
Laitin, David D. 2003. “The Perestroikan Challenge to Social
Science.”  Politics and Society 31:1 (March) 163-184.
Political science faces a challenge from a “Mr. Perestroika,”
who decries the hegemony of formal and statistical analysis in the
discipline. Although not connected with this movement, Bent
Flyvbjerg makes the best case for a renewed dominance for qualita-
tive and case study work throughout the social sciences. This article
challenges Flyvbjerg’s call for a phronetic as opposed to an epistemic
discipline. It challenges as well the unqualified call for pluralism
advocated by many in the perestroika movement. It offers instead an
integrated tripartite method in which narrative, statistics, and formal
modeling fill in a scientific frame.
Laver, Michael and Kenneth Benoit and John Garry.  2003.
“Extracting Policy Positions from Political Texts Using Words
as Data.”  American Political Science Review  97:2 (May) 311-
331.
We present a new way of extracting policy positions from po-
litical texts that treats texts not as discourses to be understood and
interpreted but rather, as data in the form of words. We compare this
approach to previous methods of text analysis and use it to replicate
published estimates of the policy positions of political parties in Brit-
ain and Ireland, on both economic and social policy dimensions. We
“export” the method to a non-English-language environment, ana-
lyzing the policy positions of German parties, including the PDS as
it entered the former West German party system. Finally, we extend
its application beyond the analysis of party manifestos, to the esti-
mation of political positions from legislative speeches. Our “lan-
guage-blind” word scoring technique successfully replicates pub-
lished policy estimates without the substantial costs of time and la-
bor that these require. Furthermore, unlike in any previous method
for extracting policy positions from political texts, we provide un-
certainty measures for our estimates, allowing analysts to make in-
formed judgments of the extent to which differences between two
estimated policy positions can be viewed as significant or merely as
products of measurement error.
Lieberman, Robert C.  2002.  “Ideas Institutions and Political
Order:  Explaining Political Change.”  American Political
Science Review  96:4 (December) 697-712.
Institutional approaches to explaining political phenomena suf-
fer from three common limitations: reductionism, reliance on exog-
enous factors, and excessive emphasis on order and structure. Ide-
ational approaches to political explanation, while often more sensi-
the bare essentials of a concept with traits sufficient to bind it exten-
sionally while maintaining all non-idiosyncratic meanings associ-
ated with it.  An ideal-type definition includes all attributes that to-
gether define the concept in its purest, most ‘ideal’ form.  Minimal
definitions are minimal in their attributes, but maximal in their phe-
nomenal range, while ideal-type definitions are maximal in their at-
tributes, but minimal in their phenomenal range.  This min-max strat-
egy serves to bind a concept in semantic and referential space, pro-
viding the most satisfactory general definition for that concept.  We
illustrate this strategy with the keyword culture.  We identify the
minimal and maximal definitions of ‘culture’ , within which all defi-
nitions developed in particular research settings fall, thus resolving
the conceptual ambiguity that has plagued the use of the term ‘cul-
ture’ and demonstrating the utility of the min-max approach as a
strategy of general definition.
Gibson, Gregory, A. Cladeira, and Lester Kenyatta Spence.
2002. “The Role of Theory in Experimental Design: Experi-
ments without Randomization.”  Political Analysis 10:4 (Fall)
362-375.
Some who have written about the logic of experimentation ar-
gue that random assignment of subjects to treatment conditions is an
essential attribute of an experiment. Others disagree. Rather than treat-
ing this as a matter of dueling definitions, we consider experiments
without randomization from a theoretical perspective. Our central
contention here is that, for some research questions, theory dictates
systematic (not random) assignment of respondents to experimental
conditions. Two such areas of inquiry are research on political toler-
ance and on institutional legitimacy. This article gives cursory atten-
tion to the former body of work and detailed attention to the latter,
based on an experiment conducted in a survey in 2001 on the conse-
quences of the American presidential election for institutional legiti-
macy. Because in both instances theory requires nonrandom assign-
ment, the problem becomes one of identifying the costs of
nonrandomization (threats to internal validity) and specifying ana-
lytical techniques that might ameliorate those costs. Consequently,
we present results from a statistical approach that addresses the prob-
lem of nonrandomization. The most important claim of this article is
that theory ought to specify research design, including experimental
designs, and that dogmatic attachment to one definition of experi-
ment will not serve the discipline of political science.
Hillman, A.J.  2002.  “Public Affairs, Issue Management and
Political Strategy: Methodological Issues that Count — A dif-
ferent view.” Journal of Public Affairs  1:4 (January) 356-
361.
In the preceding article, Doug Schuler makes two challenges to
scholars in the areas of public affairs, issues management and cor-
porate political strategies to advance the state of empirical knowl-
edge: (1) to make use of more sophisticated methodology, and (2) to
adopt a grand theory to guide our empirical efforts. This paper is a
commentary on these challenges. In it, I agree that our field of in-
quiry requires additional sophistication in methods, measures and
statistical tools. However, I disagree that a grand theory would aid
us in advancing our field. Instead, I propose that advancement is
more likely to occur with the acceptance of a common dependent
variable to guide our efforts. I propose that until we agree why we
study what we do, we will have difficulty building a coherent stream
of knowledge that speaks to the managerial audience. I advocate
adopting firm performance as our ultimate dependent variable and
defining our area of inquiry as ‘What makes some firms outperform
others in the nonmarket environment?’ and ultimately, ‘How does
nonmarket performance affect overall firm performance?’
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Experiments offer a useful methodological tool to examine is-
sues of importance to political scientists. The historical and cultural
differences between experiments in behavioral economics and so-
cial psychology are discussed. Issues of central concern to experi-
mentalists are covered, including impact versus control, mundane
versus experimental realism, internal versus external validity, de-
ception, and laboratory versus field experiments. Advantages and
disadvantages of experimentation are summarized.
Morse, Janice. Michael Barrett, Maria Mayan, Karin Olson,
and Jude Spiers. 2002. “Verification Strategies for Establish-
ing Reliability and Validity in Qualitative Research.”  Inter-
national Journal of Qualitative Methods 1:2.
The rejection of reliability and validity in qualitative inquiry in
the 1980s has resulted in an interesting shift for “ensuring rigor”
from the investigator’s actions during the course of the research, to
the reader or consumer of qualitative inquiry. The emphasis on strat-
egies that are implemented during the research process has been re-
placed by strategies for evaluating trustworthiness and utility that
are implemented once a study is completed. In this article, we argue
that reliability and validity remain appropriate concepts for attain-
ing rigor in qualitative research. We argue that qualitative research-
ers should reclaim responsibility for reliability and validity by imple-
menting verification strategies integral and self-correcting during
the conduct of inquiry itself. This ensures the attainment of rigor
using strategies inherent within each qualitative design, and moves
the responsibility for incorporating and maintaining reliability and
validity from external reviewers’ judgments to the investigators them-
selves. Finally, we make a plea for a return to terminology for ensur-
ing rigor that is used by mainstream science.
Mosquera, M.,  Y. Zapata, K. Lee, C. Arango and A. Varela.
2001. “Strengthening User Participation Through Health Sec-
tor Reform in Colombia: A Study of Institutional Change and
Social Representation.” Health Policy and Planning  16:2
(June) 52-60.
The challenge of achieving community participation as a com-
ponent of health sector reform is especially great in low- and middle-
income countries where there is limited experience of community
participation in social policy making. This paper concentrates on
the social representations of different actors at different levels of the
health care system in Colombia that may hinder or enable effective
implementation of the participatory policy. The study took place in
Cali, Colombia and focused on two institutional mechanisms cre-
ated by the state to channel citizen participation into the health sec-
tor, i.e. user associations and customer service offices. This is a case
study with multiple sources of evidence using a combination of quan-
titative and qualitative social science methods. The analysis of re-
spondents’ representations revealed a range of practical concerns
and considerable degree of skepticism among public and private sec-
tor institutions, consumer groups and individual citizens about user
participation. Although participation in Colombia has been intro-
duced on political, managerial and ethical grounds, this study has
found that health care users do not yet have a meaningful seat around
the table of decision-making bodies.
Moules, Nancy J. 2002. “Hermeneutic Inquiry: Paying Heed
to History and Hermes: An Ancestral, Substantive, and Meth-
odological Tale.” International Journal of Qualitative Meth-
ods 1:3.
tive to change and agency, largely exhibit the same shortcomings. In
particular, both perspectives share an emphasis on discerning and
explaining patterns of ordered regularity in politics, making it hard
to explain important episodes of political change. Relaxing this em-
phasis on order and viewing politics as situated in multiple and not
necessarily equilibrated order suggests a way of synthesizing insti-
tutional and ideational approaches and developing more convincing
accounts of political change. In this view, change arises out of “fric-
tion” among mismatched institutional and ideational patterns. An
account of American civil rights policy in the 1960s and 1970s, which
is not amenable to either straightforward institutional or ideational
explanation, demonstrates the advantages of the approach.
Mahoney, James. 2000. “Rational Choice Theory and the Com-
parative Method: An Emerging Synthesis?” Studies in Com-
parative International Development  35:2 (Summer) 83-94.
It is argued that the recent engagement of rational choice theo-
rists with the comparative method is a welcome development for the
field of comparative politics. Certain issues in recent rational choice
writings related to the comparative method are examined.
Mahoney, James. 2000. “ Path Dependence in Historical So-
ciology,” Theory and Society 29:4 (August), pp. 507-548.
Comparative-historical researchers frequently describe their
arguments as path-dependent.  Yet, they often lack a clear under-
standing of the meaning and theoretical underpinnings of the con-
cept “path dependence.”  This paper attempts to clarify the meaning
and uses of path dependence in comparative-historical analysis.  It
argues that path dependence occurs when an initial period of contin-
gency triggers a subsequent sequence that is deterministic.  Within
this framework, two distinct types of path-dependent patterns are
identified:  self-reinforcing sequences and reactive sequences.  The
paper explores how these different modes of path dependence sug-
gest an important research agenda for social and political analy-
sis by providing substantive meaning to the assertion “history
matters.”
James Mahoney. 2000. “Strategies of Causal Inference in
Small-N Analysis,” Sociological Methods and Research 28: 4
(May), pp. 387-424.
Much debate concerning small-N analysis has centered on the
question of whether this research tradition has powerful tools
for assessing causality.  Yet recent contributions make it clear
that scholars are not in consensus regarding the more basic
issue of what procedures and underlying logic are, in fact, used
in small-N causal assessment.  Focusing on the field of com-
parative-historical analysis, this paper attempts to clarify these
procedures and logic.  Methods associated with three major
strategies of small-N causal inference are examined:  nominal
comparison, ordinal comparison, and within-case analysis.  The
paper argues that the use of these three strategies within par-
ticular small-N studies has led scholars to reach radically di-
vergent conclusions about the logic of causal analysis in small-
N research.  One implication of this argument is that method-
ologists must sort out the interrelationship among strategies
of causal inference before arriving at conclusions about the
overall strengths and limitations of small-N analysis.
McDermott, Rose. 2002. “Experimental Methodology in Po-
litical Science.” Political Analysis  10:4 325-342.
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its predictive claims; (2) the societal distribution of expertise, while
displaying emancipatory features of empowerment of citizens, also
raises issues of quality control; and (3) in order to regain a balance
between public and private, i.e. individual-based societally distrib-
uted expertise, future expert systems will need to adopt a longer
time-perspective. The author also reflects on directions in which fu-
ture expert systems might evolve.
O’Neill, J. 2003.  “Unified Science as Political Philosophy:
Positivism, Pluralism and Liberalism.”  Studies in History and
Philosophy of Science  34:3 (September) 575-596.
Logical positivism is widely associated with an illiberal tech-
nocratic view of politics. This view is a caricature. Some members
of the left Vienna circle were explicit in their criticism of this con-
ception of politics. In particular, Neurath’s work attempted to link
the internal epistemological pluralism and tolerance of logical em-
piricism with political pluralism and the rejection of a technocratic
politics. This paper examines the role that unified science played in
Neurath’s defense of political and social pluralism. Neurath’s project
of unified science addressed problems that lie at the center of recent
debates around liberalism concerning the possibility of social co-
operation in conditions of pluralism. His response is distinctive in
calling upon an empiricist tradition that differs from Kantian
proceduralist approaches that have predominated in recent liberal-
ism. While Neurath’s position has problems, it deserves reconsid-
eration, especially in so far as it questions the Kantian assumption
that a thin language of abstract rights provides the best basis for the
cosmopolital lingua franca required by conditions of social plural-
ism. An investigation of the role that unified science plays in
Neurath’s politics also gives reasons for revising common miscon-
ceptions about the nature of the unity of science program itself.
Pierson, Paul.  2000.  “Not Just What, But When:  Timing and
Sequence in Political Processes.”  Studies in American Politi-
cal Development  14:1 (Spring) 72-92.
Many perceive the clash between those advocating rational
choice theory and their critics to be the dominant cleavage in con-
temporary political science. At least as fundamental, if much less
widely discussed, is the divide over the role of historical analysis (or
the investigation of temporal processes). Most social scientists take
a “snapshot” view of political life. How does the distribution of pub-
lic opinion affect policy outcomes? How do individual social char-
acteristics influence propensities to vote? How do electoral rules
affect the structure of party systems? Disputes among competing
theories center on which factors (“variables”) in the current envi-
ronment generate important political outcomes. Variable-centered
analyses are based, however, on some questionable assumptions about
how the social world works. The significance of such variables is
frequently distorted when they are ripped from their temporal con-
text. There is often a strong case to be made for shifting from snap-
shots to moving pictures. Placing politics in time systematically situ-
ating particular moments (including the present) in a temporal se-
quence of events and processes can greatly enrich our understand-
ing of complex social dynamics.
Smith, S. 2000.  “The Discipline of International Relations:
Still an American Social Science?” British Journal of Politics
and International Relations  2:3 (October) 374-402.
This article reviews the state of the discipline of international
relations. It starts from statements made by the editors in their edito-
rial published in the first issue of this journal. The editors noted that
there seemed to have been less adherence to positivism in interna-
tional relations than in other areas of political science and that there
Hermeneutic or interpretive inquiry is a living tradition of in-
terpretation with a rich legacy of theory, philosophy, and practice.
This paper is not intended to be a treatise on the right way to view
and practice this tradition, but an exploration of the legacies that
inform the philosophy of practice as the author has taken it up. In
this explication, the author examines the ancestral, philosophical,
and methodological histories that inform a current practice of herme-
neutic inquiry.
Munck, Gerardo L. 2001. “Game Theory and Comparative
Politics: New Perspectives and Old Concerns.” World Politics
53:2 (January) 173–204.
In an effort to take stock of the claims put forth by advocates of
game theory, this article offers an assessment that considers game
theory both as a set of theoretical principles that extends rational
choice theory to interdependent decision making and as a type of
formal methodology. Some important strengths of game theory are
identified, such as its emphasis on actors and strategic choices and
its ability to generate predictions in a logically rigorous and inter-
nally consistent manner. But many shortcomings are also discussed.
One shortcoming is that the effort to develop a theory of action falls
short, both in the sense of failing to provide a full explanation of
actions and in the sense of not applying to domains of great signifi-
cance. A second shortcoming is the failure of the procedures used in
formal modeling to offer guidance pertaining to a critical step in the
process of modeling: the conceptualization of the model. Thus, the
challenge facing scholars in comparative politics is to consider the
new perspectives offered by game theory and draw upon its strengths,
but to do so without losing sight of a series of old concerns in the
social sciences that game theory is not suited to tackle.
Nikitin, D. 2001. “Russian Social Science in Transition: Ap-
plied Political Research and Social Criticism.”  Sociological
Practice  3:2 (June) 157-173.
One means by which the Soviet state maintained hegemony
was through control over the production and movement of informa-
tion. This function created ambiguity, on the one hand, and contra-
diction on the other, as sociological inquiry progressed within the
Soviet system. This circumstance extended to both the appropriate
subject matter and the methodology of sociological research. While
sociology practiced in the West operated more or less within broad
boundaries of free inquiry, such was not the case for most of twenti-
eth century Russia. This paper explores this history of “permissible”
sociological research in Russia, and then turns an eye on the more
recent developments in sociology in light of the new Russian state.
In particular, the development of democratic processes in Russia have
led to a concomitant growth in research centers, institutes, and
consultancies, all of which have significant practical and applied
objectives for the sociological product. A listing of Russian research
centers on the web is included.
Nowotny, H.  2000.  “Transgressive Competence: The Narra-
tive of Expertise.”  European Journal of Social Theory  3:1
(February) 5-21.
Relying on a powerful collective narrative through which po-
litical, legal and social decision-making is guided in the name of
science, the authority of scientific experts reaches beyond the bound-
aries of their certified knowledge base. Therefore, expertise consti-
tutes and is constituted by transgressive competence. The author ar-
gues that (1) changes in the decision-making structure of liberal
Western democracies and changes in the knowledge production sys-
tem diminish the authority of scientific expertise while increasing
the context-dependency of expertise - thereby altering the nature of
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This article interrogates transcription work in the context of
qualitative research. Although it is common practice in academe for
someone other than the researcher to transcribe tapes recorded for
purposes of data collection, the author argues the importance of re-
searchers taking seriously the ways in which the person transcribing
tapes influences research data. She suggests that the transcriber’s
interpretive/analytical/theoretical lens shapes the final texts con-
structed and as a result has the potential to influence the researcher’s
analysis of data. Specifically, the article explores the experiences of
Ken, a person hired to transcribe audiotapes of focus group inter-
views conducted for a larger research study. The numerous chal-
lenges Ken faced during the work are addressed. His use of voice
recognition software to simplify the task is discussed as well as the
educational potential transcription work holds for graduate students.
Tillmann-Healy, L.M.  2003.  “Friendship as Method.”  Quali-
tative Inquiry  9:5 (October) 729-749.
In this article, the author discusses friendship as a method of
qualitative inquiry. After defining friendship and positing it as a kind
of fieldwork, the methodological foundations of friendship as method
are established. Next, it is proposed that friendship as method in-
volves researching with the practices, at the pace, in the natural con-
texts, and with an ethic of friendship. Finally, the author describes
this method’s strengths and considerations for both researcher and
participants.
Tilly, Charles. 2001. “Mechanisms in Political Processes.”
Annual Review of Political Science 4:21-41.
Ostensibly theoretical disputes in political science often involve
competing approaches to explanation, including skepticism, cover-
ing law arguments, reconstructions of propensities, system models,
and explanations featuring causal mechanisms. Mechanism- and pro-
cess-based accounts, including cognitive, environmental, and rela-
tional effects, deserve more attention than they have received in re-
cent political science. Analyses of democratization illustrate these
points.
Wedeen, Lisa.  2002.  “Conceptualizing Culture: Possibilities
for Political Science.”  American Political Science Review  96:4
713-728.
This essay makes a case for an anthropological conceptualization
of culture as “semiotic practices” and demonstrates how it adds value
to political analyses. “Semiotic practices” refers to the processes of
meaning-making in which agents’ practices (e.g., their work habits,
self-policing strategies, and leisure patterns) interact with their lan-
guage and other symbolic systems. This version of culture can be
employed on two levels. First, it refers to what symbols do—how
symbols are inscribed in practices that operate to produce observ-
able political effects. Second, “culture” is an abstract theoretical cat-
egory, a lens that focuses on meaning, rather than on, say, prices or
votes. By thinking of meaning construction in terms that emphasize
intelligibility, as opposed to deep-seated psychological orientations,
a practice-oriented approach avoids unacknowledged ambiguities
that have bedeviled scholarly thinking and generated incommensu-
rable understandings of what culture is. Through a brief exploration
of two concerns central to political science—compliance and ethnic
identity-formation—this paper ends by showing how culture as
semiotic practices can be applied as a causal variable.
Yauch, C.A. and H.J. Steudel.  2003.“Complementary Use of
Qualitative and Quantitative Cultural Assessment Methods.”
Organizational Research Methods  6:4 (October) 465-481.
was both more opposition to positivism and more methodological
and epistemological openness in international relations than in po-
litical science generally. The article outlines the current state of the
field, focusing on the rationalist mainstream and then on the
reflectivist alternatives, before looking at social constructivism, see-
ing it as the likely acceptable alternative to rationalism in the main-
stream literature of the next decade. It then turns to examine whether
international relations is still an American social science, before look-
ing at the situation in the United Kingdom. It concludes that the
editors’ comments were indeed accurate, but that the fact that there
is both more opposition to positivism in international relations and
more openness in the UK academic community does not mean that
the mainstream US literature is anything like as open or pluralist.
The UK community is indeed more able to develop theory relevant
to the globalized world at the new millennium, but the US academic
community still dominates the discipline.
Tetlock, Philip and Richard Ned Lebow.  2001.  “Poking
Counterfactual Holes in Covering Laws: Cognitive Styles and
Historical Reasoning.”  American Political Science Review
95:4  829-843.
We report a series of studies of historical reasoning among pro-
fessional observers of world politics. The correlational studies dem-
onstrate that experts with strong theoretical commitments to a cov-
ering law and cognitive-stylistic preferences for explanatory clo-
sure are more likely to reject close-call counterfactuals that imply
that “already explained” historical outcomes could easily have taken
radically different forms. The experimental studies suggest that
counterfactual reasoning is not totally theory-driven: Many experts
are capable of surprising themselves when encouraged to imagine
the implications of particular what-if scenarios. Yet, there is a down-
side to openness to historical contingency. The more effort experts
allocate to exploring counterfactual worlds, the greater is the risk
that they will assign too much subjective probability to too many
scenarios. We close by defining good judgment as a reflective-equi-
librium process of balancing the conflicting causal intuitions primed
by complementary factual and counterfactual posings of historical
questions.
Thies, C.G.  2002.  “A Pragmatic Guide to Qualitative His-
torical Analysis in the Study of International Relations.”  In-
ternational Studies Perspectives   3:4 (November) 351-372.
Researchers using qualitative methods, including case studies
and comparative case studies, are becoming more self–conscious in
enhancing the rigor of their research designs so as to maximize their
explanatory leverage with a small number of cases. One aspect of
qualitative research that has not received as much attention is the
use of primary and secondary source material as data or evidence.
This essay explores the potential problems encountered by political
scientists as they conduct archival research or rely on secondary
source material produced by historians. The essay also suggests
guidelines for researchers to minimize the main problems associ-
ated with qualitative historical research, namely, investigator bias
and unwarranted selectivity in the use of historical source materials.
These guidelines should enable advanced undergraduates and gradu-
ate students to enhance the quality of their historically minded po-
litical science scholarship.
Tilley, S.A.  2003.  “Challenging” Research Practices: Turn-
ing a Critical Lens on the Work of Transcription.”  Qualitative
Inquiry  9:5 (November) 750-773.
39
Qualitative Methods, Fall 2003
The organizational cultures of two small manufacturers were
analyzed using qualitative and quantitative assessment methods. This
article describes not only how qualitative and quantitative data con-
tributed to the validity of the results through triangulation but also
how the qualitative and quantitative research paradigms were used
in a complementary fashion to produce a more complete understand-
ing of the organizational cultures. Using methods from both research
paradigms enabled a greater understanding of cultural artifacts and
behaviors but more important of the underlying cultural values and
assumptions. Based on this experience, it is recommended that quali-
tative and quantitative methods be used to produce more robust re-
sults than could be accomplished using a single approach for cul-
tural assessment.
Symposium:  Interview Methods   Political Science and Poli-
tics 35:4 (December, 2002).
1. Leech, Beth L.  “Asking Questions: Techniques for
Semistructured Interviews.”  665-668
In an interview, what you already know is as important as what
you want to know. What you want to know determines which ques-
tions you will ask. What you already know will determine how you
ask them.
2. Goldstein, Kenneth.  “Getting in the Door: Sampling
and Completing Elite Interviews.” 669-672
Many factors are important when it comes to conducting high
quality elite interviews. As my colleagues have noted in their pre-
sentations in San Francisco and in their essays in this issue, gaining
valid and reliable data from elite interviews demands that research-
ers be well prepared, construct sound questions, establish a rapport
with respondents, know how to write up their notes, and code re-
sponses accurately and consistently. Improving these skills will cer-
tainly reduce the amount of measurement error contained in inter-
view data. Unfortunately, none of these skills matter if you do not
get the interview. In other words, everything that my colleagues have
talked about depends on getting in the door, getting access to your
subject. A well-prepared personable researcher who would be able
to control an open-ended and wide-ranging interview, while estab-
lishing a strong informal rapport with an elite respondent will never
get to demonstrate his or her interviewing skills—or ability to de-
crease measurement error—if the meeting never takes place. Fur-
thermore and fundamentally, systematic error will also be introduced
if researchers only get access to certain types of respondents.
3. Aberbach, Joel D. and Bert Rockman.  “Conducting
and Coding Elite Interviews.”  673-676
In real estate the maxim for picking a piece of property is “lo-
cation, location, location.” In elite interviewing, as in social science
generally, the maxim for the best way to design and conduct a study
is “purpose, purpose, purpose.” It’s elementary that the primary ques-
tion one must ask before designing a study is, “What do I want to
learn?” Appropriate methods flow from the answer. Interviewing is
often important if one needs to know what a set of people think, or
how they interpret an event or series of events, or what they have
done or are planning to do. (Interviews are not always necessary.
Written records, for example, may be more than adequate.) In a case
study, respondents are selected on the basis of what they might know
to help the investigator fill in pieces of a puzzle or confirm the proper
alignment of pieces already in place. If one aims to make inferences
about a larger population, then one must draw a systematic sample.
For some kinds of information, highly structured interviews using
mainly or exclusively close-ended questions may be an excellent
way to proceed. If one needs to probe for information and to give
respondents maximum flexibility in structuring their responses, then
open-ended questions are the way to go.
4. Woliver, Laura.  “Ethical Dilemmas in Personal Inter-
viewing.”  677-678
There are many issues of ethics and openness in elite inter-
viewing that I have learned how to deal with through the years. My
work has focused on people who cause trouble: protesters, litigants,
defendants, sidewalk counselors, rescuers, and abortion providers,
to name a few. Of course, in dealing with people you are studying
you must be honest and ethical. It is important to remember that
their activism comes from something they deeply feel. Their activ-
ism is because of their beliefs, opinions, experiences, and sense of
community. They do not exist as activists so that you can add more
lines to your vita or finish your dissertation. You must leave them in
the same position in which you found them. You must do no harm to
them.
5. Berry, Jeffrey.  “Validity and Reliability Issues in Elite
Interviewing.”  679-682
Many of the early important empirical works on policymaking
in Washington were built around elite interviews. We first learned
about how Congress really operates from pioneers in elite interview-
ing such as Lewis Anthony Dexter (1969), Ralph Huitt (1969), and
Donald Matthews (1960). No less revered is the scholarship of Ri-
chard Fenno (1978), John Kingdon (1995), and Robert Salisbury
(1993), who have produced enduring and respected work from elite
interviewing. Yet there are few other contemporary political scien-
tists working on public policymaking who have built reputations for
their methodological skills as interviewers. Elite interviewing is still
widely used as the basis for collecting data, but most interviewing
depends on a few trusted templates. Most commonly, elites in a par-
ticular institution are chosen at random and subjected to the same
interview protocol composed of structured or semistructured ques-
tions. For example, state legislators are asked a series of questions
about their attitudes on particular issues or institutional practices.
Or policymakers involved in certain issues are selected and then
quizzed about those matters. Some confident and skilled interview-
ers, like William Browne (1988) and Richard Hall (1996), combine
different interview approaches in their work but they are the excep-
tions and not the rule.
6. Rivera, Sharon Werning, and Polina M. Kozyreva, and
Eduard G. Sarovskii.  “Interviewing Political Elites:  Lessons
From Russia.”  683-688.
The past decade has opened up unprecedented opportunities
for scholars of post-communist countries. Throughout much of East-
ern Europe and the former Soviet Union, scholars can now engage
policymakers and other elites directly through interviews—probing
their decision calculi and obtaining unpublished information and data.
Yet there are gaps in the scholarly literature that would prepare re-
searchers for interviewing highly placed individuals in these coun-
tries.
Symposium:  American Political Development   Studies in
American Political Development 17:1 (Spring, 2003)
1. Gerring, John.  “APD from a Methodological Point of
View.”  82-102
2. Bensel, Richard.  “The Tension between American Po-
litical Development as a Research Community and as a Disci-
plinary Subfield.”  103-106
3. Skowronek, Stephen.  “What’s Wrong With APD?”
107-110
4. Smith, Rogers M.  “Substance and Methods in APD
Research.” 111-115.
